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I. Internal [*vf 1 orient a 

II . Fort l*n Affairs 
jr. ~ot»in<a and .iotn^a 

I . !nten«l Ueve Iop«**n: g 

Politically. the A!e.har. »*ev Year \P*rch :i) b*jan with * non-r»«it. 
Pereiatent and widespread ru»ort predicted chat President D*ovd would 
ehooie Neuroz to announce t r\e vhcleaale removal of Parchaaleta and other 
radical UrtSfta fro* the Cabinet and MiniatrJti. WhiU f>c iwch are>c*ur\c«- 
*>*nt vii forthcoming, t ne roTooTfl cont inue <n<xjgh with an altered tlf»* 
table - the firet annivera-arr of the coup UuW 17) ne** being the) occasion 
of choice. 

The proceea of co-eal idat ion of paver hf Daoud hat continued. It no»» 
teen* that Daoud rrefera to reeove thoae eaore radical eenlor nmn&mr* of 
the government fmr* poticiona of power and influence ox\9 by one over 
tio*. Parchaa could elect a confrontation rather than accept a ale** 
attrition, but there i* ret r.e evidence upon which to bate any prediction. 
7her#» vai ir. March a leaaening, of temlon in the internal political 
attaoaphere; and' there in * generalired feeling that formality i« 
returning a»d political change will occur in a pore traditional Af|han 
faehion. 





• a e*e 

• • ' • 

♦ e a 

• e hi 



• a e* 

• 9 a 
ee a a 



a a 
tit 

• a 
a a 



e e 

a a 

ae 



CUSFllitNTlAl 






A. I'nlted StAl?t 

UMle we continued to receive strong express f*vis o* i*ilir f<»r 
i significant United States presence in Afghanistan (especially for 
continued L'SaID project! in Eh* hels&and V*U?t) frost the highest reach** 
of the govern-a*nt „ dealings s; the operation*! levels wre wore alaed 
end problematic. 

USIS wa*. inferred thit while recent It announced reflation* 
celling for prior review of cultural and li fonui icnal activities 
re*ai- In force, the clearance procedure* described therein for filtn 
ihcvr. at the Embassy, the African ^nter, cr private hoss* ■ no longer 
need be followed. On the ether hjnd in «id- M *rc^ c **e Klnzater of 
Education suddenly reverted r he original reouest for placetaent of 
Peace Corps English f etcher* *nrf *ike^ thai I <• cf 1 ■* volurtterf be 
snifted to lest reao:e sites. SiTiiarlv private i.i. omd cal tea** 
have heen ordtrcd :o virr.draw (rem t ^e ttsztrajat *nj Jais abad «re*». 

These larter actions do net sees directed *t Hailing or 
reducing the l* .S . preserve at iuc^ rn»t r^char Illustrate » growing 
reluctance :o r.ave forei^nera livir* and wrkir.ft in clcee contact 
wit- 1 . * ?\e Afghan pepui^re out tide <•: k-jSvil cr t "* *-» Jor prnrinci*! 
center*. wV.i le 'he di scent Ir.u I ty between high level eacdjf ag«r»ene 
and working level constraint My. to sowe extent, he explained by 
inadequate ir.tcmfi! cowun Jcat lent . tangled lines of sathrrity and 
responsibility, * n d uncertainty and luneuverinj for posieloe. within 
the w inlstries, both attitudes reflect real Afghan pciltical fre- 
occupatlcns: the ne-ed for t hv pretence of the Lnited States *r><t otNtr 
friendly countries to politicallv balance Afghan dependence on the 
Soviet Italcn. and the traditions! Af^*^ iencp(tofi!i during tisass of 
national street. 





B. Pak i ttsn 

Hsrch saw no »i'or departures froit Afghanistan*! public 
position on Poahtunlatar the atmoer-here of unfriendliness and low 
level hostility cowardJ \*kiot*n con-inued. 

The early Varr h sU'.f^nta by f ski s' >-- ** tni st er s of Interior 
and Law justifying the ♦*Kten«ion of «*-~rr,ency ; overs ir. terms of 
Afghan intransigence anr svscMrat ions in t *w» rribal belt drew a 
predictable response f r< * the Afghan -creiRr * inistry and a point by 
point refutation in the Hare!* 9 iseu* of the fcovem^ent operated Kafrjl 
Hews. 
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Ct'SPK^VTI/ 



An Indian Villnry freWatiors headad by the Artr* ftput? 
O itf of Staff and joined by she t>«ruty *I..iit«r cf Uefen.e on 
**rch 11 visited Kabul *arcn ^-io to discuss t -»* possibility of 
training for Afghan •ilitm. Th* ext^iive i*eetlnga were iivtr 
wide publicity «nd Daoud ^nonally hoated a bancuet for the :<-:«- 
gaticn, * lignlfton: gesture In tha: he had dw tnta orlr oor * 
before and the- for the Soviet ^llun rMsf-tlcn. Pre ! iPlnar* 
report, indicate tentative «gree^r.t icr the training ** Af < ! -' 
cfflcsraby Che Indians. 

C>>e obvious desire-d reiw'.t of th* AfRun policy t t" strength- 
ening ties with Indi* is to find an eit»n--tlve to c he Afg»an 
eilitarY*. almost c«pUn re 1 lanes or ;n* Soviets. CMie «f>ot^r 
K oal *ay be the isolation of fjkuc*r.. w* rtttivt the clear t»rr»t«ior. 
th*: IndU is e*ertir.g a ©o<ie'*;in|t influence cr. *.!o*nJif •n'l 
Pasnrvnlstsn policy mi *?te^:tr. s tf deflate Afgftan nodwi cf tha 
iwlntr.t disintegration of Pakistan. 

Relation* with Irar. continued to v»r« *« cht A«*h*n leader- 
• hip, under t/a'-ud *nd Hiia'i rroddlnR. jpp*«r§ tr n*v# rsl-aed sow*- 
vnat its traditional *enophobia toward* its larger and wealthier 
neighbor. Overall atmospherics have *UIMt isaprcved. On *tarch 7, 
D*ou4 sent # MMigt to the Sh*^ i Bt->d to the rVesideot oi Iraq) im- 
ploring both in the n«a« of lilislc brotherhood to resoWs thmir 
border disrate p#*c«fuUy. &oth leaders smnt messages of tkanfcs in 
reply mt\6 Che Afg^n* vere particularly pleased by the laudator? 
language about Daoud in the Shah's atatmmmnt. Nairn and Abdullah will 
go to Tehran in esrlr Hay for forther talks and will probably see* 
to expand economic cooperation. The Helmand Waters Treaty will pro- 
bably be discussed, but there has been no indication that the XA 
it ready to conclude this agreefaemt ; in fact, earlier remarks by 
Abdullah inditare that eh* JCa suy wish to fineaa* the hroeder issue 
by agreeing instead on a downstream dam that co^lc contrrl the flow 
cf water in the frontier area. 

Oaoud undoubtedly ha. both political and economic consider- 
ations in mind in hi. etiort to i^cvt relation *lc* Iran **• 
Afghans could of course use Iranian financial as. -»"~\ P"£~ T 
. .^Iv. in mind « -e.pt to drive so- J^ ^ ^ 7o"ructure 

sis- rr.iu'i.s £;; r»" ~;~i" i.«.»» «■"-■•- 

vi«-3-vis Pakistan. 
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The Afg -van-Soviet Trade Agreement , which had been under 
negotiation since before the coop *o4 was put in final for» In 
Kabul In January, *•*• «ig«ed tn Hoecow 67 Afghan U«ierc« Hinieier 
Jaiallar In *id-*tarch. The only exceptiooa to internet ional e**rket 
price* are Soviet petroleum product* and Afghan natural gae. 
According co Media report*, a cultural exchange ifri«wnt and an 
c«6re<}a trade a^renaent valid for five year* replacing t ne i960 
agreement were • I»o eigned. 

Jl 1, Cotilrg,* k Jojoba 

A. A Soviet Economic Ueiegacioo arrivei in Kabul **r\f Kerch 
tc diacuet expanaioo of tconoalc coocerac Ion s«tvtan Afghanistan end 
t he Sow i e t Un 1 or. . 

S. A delegation beaded by l^e Indian Leputy ^ntittr of 
Cowaunity £*w»lop^n: and l*t rrealdant cf iural Development Coopera- 
tion viait««d KjttH;! l*te f^rch to discuee the poaei&i 1 it lee of Indian 
flfiittance for Afgrvan rur * I development propria. 

C. Sheikh al Jabar al Safeah. special .dvlitr to the King of 
Kuwait, arrived in Kabul K.rch 2<e for a t*-4s* unofficial eiett 
during which he wa« received by President Oaowl . 

D. Dacud** brother ^rid cloee *4iri**r *tehaewie< K*i*», and 
Deputy Foreign Klniecer Abdullah left Kabul Harcft 2t> to wleit Iraq, 
Libya, Egypt, Iran and 5-&udJ Arabia in an apparent attempt to ««1Ui 
Arab eupport on the J-aehtunletan ieeue arxd to ioprove Af ghaoiet «ft '* 
ietaga ir\ the wake of Bhutto'* eucce** at the Lahore lai*»lc feznslt. 
tUtw broke off hie visit to attend President Foe§pidou f e funeral. 
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